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Of the available sources for Islamic history between the seventh and eighth
centuries CE, few are of greater importance than al-Baladhuri’s Kitab Futuh al-
buldan (The Book of the Conquest of Lands). Written in Arabic by a ninth-century
Muslim scholar working at the court of the ‘Abbasid caliphs, the Futuh’s content
covers many important matters at the beginning of Islamic history. It informs
its audience of the major events of the early Islamic conquests, the settlement
of Muslims in the conquered territories and their experiences therein, and the
origins and development of the early Islamic state. Questions over the text’s
construction, purpose, and reception, however, have largely been ignored in
current scholarship. This is despite both the text’s important historical material
and its crucial early date of creation. It has become commonplace for researchers
to turn to the Futuh for information on a specific location or topic, but to ignore
@® the grander - and, in many ways, more straightforward — questions over the
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text’s creation and limitations. This book corrects these gaps in knowledge by
investigating the context, form, construction, content, and early reception history
of al-Baladhuri’s text.

RYAN J. LYNCH is Assistant Professor of History at Columbus State University,
USA. A specialist in early Islamic history and early Arabic historiography, he
received his DPhil from the University of Oxford. His research has appeared in
journals such as the Journal of the American Oriental Society and in reference
publications such as the Oxford Dictionary of Late Antiquity.
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